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of population of t h o  o n t i r o  country and nbout nqiially d i s t a n t  from t h o  

larger prov inc ia l  t w m s  (oxoopting X o r i d q m d  Nonterrey). 

LMATIION - T h e  goographical l oca t ion  of tho school  i s  noar t h o  center 

Tho School is  

locatod i n  the c i t y  of LIoxico i n  t h o  hoa r t  of  tmm a t  a dis tanco  of about 

tvro t o  t h r o e  miles fron Lhc main h o s p i t a l  whore c l i n i c a l  work i o  done. Its 

tm 10cal;ion i s  i n  overy way unfor tuna te  and ill-corisidored. 

2. HISTORY - I n  1580 t h o  f i r s t  chni r  of modicirio was os tubl i shod  i n  t h o  

then vory small c l e r i c a l  u n i v e r s i t y  and was, of C O U ~ E O ,  ha rd ly  more than  a 

t i t l e  for t h o  professor  of n a t u r a l  philosophy and h is tory .  I f f te r  s1mv 

growth through t h e  19th Contury t h c  na t iona l  u n i v e r s i t y  w a ~  organiz.4 i n  

19.10 by t h e  f e d e r a t i e n  of var ious  schools  of l aw,  modicino and ongineoring. 

During tho ton yours follovring, hmvovor, t ho  school sufferod sovere ly  from 

constant  p o l i t i c n l  disturbances.  

under t h o  depnrtment of publ ic  i n s t ruc t ion .  A t  no t h i o  has t h e  ned ica l  

In  1321 the ~aLi .onal  u n i v e r s i t y  vias put 

school of tho university boen cont ro l led  by oclucators who were indepondont 

of govcrnnont or c ler ica l  control .  

3. ORGANIZATION - The Universi ty  i s  compoc~d of a combination of tho 

schools of law,  modicino, onginooring, f i n o  arts and higher s tudios .  To 

t h o  University t h o  na t iona l  proparatory schools are clearly affiliated a8 

0 

boing almost t h o  mnly fource of studonts  and under tho con t ro l  also o f  t h e  

Minis tor  af l u b l i c  Ins t ruc t ion .  

Tho Minis tor  of Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  i 6  the chief of tho Uniror- 

1ioct.r and a s i ty ,  bu t  t h o  govormont of t h o  Universi ty  i s  dota i lod  t o  
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Universi-ky council. 

publ ic  f o r  a term of thrcc  years  and can succeed himself  jndef in i te ly .  

He cannot, hovrever, be at t h e  s m e  time a d i r c c t o r  of one of the component 

schools o r  a professor  i n  any subject.  The Rector 's  d u t i e s  cons i s t  o f  

(1) pres id ing  over t h e  Universi ty  Council, (2) supervis ing the work of 

t h e  Universi ty  and t h e  work done i n  i t s  component schools,  (3) af ter  con- 

s u l t a t i o n  wi th  t h e  Universi ty  Council and w i t h  t h e  approval of t h e  Minister 

of Publ io  Ins t ruot ion ,  t h e  Rector may remove ord inary  professors  and he 

may a l s o  cont rac t  spec ia l  professors  wi th  t h e  approval of t h e  Minis ter  of' 

Publ ic  Ins t ruc t ion ,  (4) t o  supervise  the expenditure of t h e  funds of the 

Universi ty ,  (6) t o  i s sue  repor t s  on t h e  progress of Universi ty  work, and 

(6) t o  promote t h e  establishment o f  d e f i n i t e  study courses within t h e  

Universi ty  when he has t h e  agreement of  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  higher  s tudies .  

The Rector is appointed by t h e  Pres ident  of  t h e  Re- 

The Universi ty  Council i s  composed as follows: t h e  r ec to r ;  t h e  

d i r ec to r6  of t h e  component schools of t h e  Universi ty  and t h e  d i r e c t o r  of 

primary education, ex off ic io ;  four professors  t o  be named by t h e  Minister 

of Publ ic  Ins t ruc t ion ;  and t en  professors, two  f o r  each sohool, e lec t ed  

by t h e  ordinary professors  (ord inar ios)  by s e c r e t  b a l l o t  from t h e i r  own 

f a c u l t i e s ;  (on0 half of t h e  above named e lec ted  r ep resen ta t ives  aro renewed 

each year) then one s tudent  f o r  each na t iona l  sohool, t o  bo chosen among 

t h e  a c t u a l  scholars ,  (renewal caoh year) .  

of informants and have no vote. 

Students have only the pos i t i on  

The work of the  Universi ty  Council is (1) t o  discuss ,  reso lve  

and br ing t o  t h e  Minis ter  of Publ ic  Ins t ruc t ion ,  a f t e r  they  have been 

discussed by t h e  f a c u l t y  of t h e  sohool concerned, changes i n  s tudy plans,  

program, methods of in s t ruc t ion ,  o r  examination i n  any of  t h e  component 
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schools of t h e  University;  (2 )  t o  c r e a t e  new i n s t i t u k i o n s  and new c l a s s e s  

where necessary wi th in  t h e  univers i ty ;  (3) t o  organize Univers i ty  exten- 

s i o n  courses;  (4) t o  approvo, modify o r  refuse the salaries of professors 

paid f o r  by t h e  government - these  are proposed by t h e  d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  

var ious  schools a f t e r  consultft t ion wi th  t f ioir  f a c u l t i e s ,  

t h e  Univers i ty  Council t h o  s a l a r y  l ist  is submitted t o  a branch of t h e  

na t iona l  t r e a s u r y  find t o  t h e  Pres ident  of t h e  Republic. 

t h e  t r e a s u r y  gives its decision. 

If Rpproved by 

On his approval  

In case of re fusa l ,  2/3 v o t e  b r ings  it 

d i r e c t l y  t o  t h o  President .  

from Univers i ty  finds, (i.e. Funds n o t  supplied by Government). 

(6) To nominate o r  remove personnel paid f o r  

(6) To 

give opinion on removal of regular professors  t o  t h e  Rector i n  case they 

are no t  doctors  of medicine (Professors  on government pay are removable 

only by t h e  f e d e r a l  executive.) 
4. UNIVXRSITY FINANCES - 

e Tho Univers i ty  has two 1;yp8?s o f  f imds:  (1) funds put  at t h e  disposal  

of t h e  Univers i ty  by t h o  government ar?d no t  considered tho  legal property 

of t h e  Universit)*; (2) funds from p r i v a t e  or riorl-governmental sources,  and 

considered leg81 proper ty  of t h e  University.  The n h i n i s 1 , r a t i o n  of the 

p r i v a t e  funds i s  the  work of a commission formed by t h r e e  porsons nmed 

annually by the Universi ty  Council. 

annual ly  t o  t h e  Rector i n  regard t o  the disbursement of t h e  money. 

t h e  committee must agreo ir. any s p e c i f i c  case of disbursement f o r  it t o  

become effective. For mounts  above $5,000 (U.S.) all f i n a n c i a l  trms- 

ac t ions  r equ i r e  +he approval of the h!inister of Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  

They a r o  obl iged t o  mpGke a repor t  

2/3 of 

add i t ion  t o  t h &  of t h e  Univers i ty  Council. For smaller amounts approval 

of the Couio i l  only is requested. 

t h e  disbursement of p r i v a t e  funds are audi ted  m n u a l l y  by another  comiGsion 

The accounts o f  t h e  commission con t ro l l i ng  
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se l ec t ed  by t h e  Univers i ty  Council from among t h e  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  

t r easu ry  and state departments of the fedoral governrilent. 

must bepub l i shed .  

u n i v e r s i t y  finances.  

58 FIXANCES OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOL - The salary budget of t h e  Facul ty  

of Medicine f o r  1922 was ir. Mexican money $692,916, divided as follows: 

Administration $58,400; teaching  8583,233.50; service $51,282.50. 

a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  teaching  budget shows the fo l lowing  accounts by depart-  

ments : 

These accounts 

No f i g u r e s  were submitted i n  regard t o  t h e  general  

The 

Anatomy Nw 
Biology 
Histology and Miorobiology 
P h p  iology 
Phys io logica l  chemistry 
Pathology and pa thologica l  anrttony 
Pharmacology 
C l i n i c a l  m e d i c h e  
C l in i ca l . su rge ry  
Nodical thorapeut ics ,  phys io logica l  

Surg ica l  t he rapeu t i c s  
Paras i to logy  and t r o p i c a l  diseases 

Legal medicine 
Obs te t r i c s  
P e d i a t r i c s  
Ophthalmology 
Dormatology 
Hygiene 
Deontology 
Laboratory work ( c l i n i c a l  pathology) 

Laboratory work i n  general  h o s p i t a l  
Consulting Gtaff 
Phys ica l  education of medical s tuden t s  

t he rapeu t i c s  and nursing 

Psycholo&y 

i n  Juarez Hospi ta l  

$70,919.50 
2,556. 

39,201. 
15,074 8 50 
9,198, 

41,261850 
9 6 72 50 

75,190. 
145,270. 

26,535.50 
13,140. 

4,3808 
5,329. 

4,380. 
8,760. 
8,760. 
5,329. 
1,460. 

5,3298 

59,495. 

6,643. 
6,643. 

15,330. 
2,920. 

The n.bove i s  s a l a r y  l i s t  and does not  cover c o s t  ,of ecl_uj.pnent, deprecia- 

t i o n ,  etc., on which no notes  were given. The professors  aro paid upon 

a basis of iiours actually spent  i n  l e c t u r i n g  and not  upon a fixed rate of 

salary pcr  mnum. 
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6. 

bui ld ing  o r i g i n a l l y  used as headquarters f o r  t h e  Inquis i t ion .  

is -bout  that; of Of t h e  u n i t s  of the Harvard Medical School, muoh of 

i t s  apparent s i z e  being lost i n  the  form of a courtyard in t h e  center  of 

t h e  buildinc.  

clinical work is  done. 

BUILDINGS .. The medical sohool i s  housed i n  a l a rge  e a r l y  co lon ia l  

I ts  space 

The locHt.ion i s  unrelated t o  that of hosp i t a l s  i n  whioh 

The ground f loor  is  devoted t o  l e c t u r e  rooms, offices of t h e  

adminis t rs t ion.  

has space for about 200. 

There is  a p a s i u m  room opening o f f  a large c e n t r a l  court .  

A l l  t h e  rooms are small with t h e  excepticn of  one which 

Lighting is  poor and t h e  equipment antiquated. 

Tho second 

f l o o r  is devoted t o  c l a s s  rooms and improvised labora tor ies .  

o f  apparatus are s tored  i n  wall cases. 

are on the seaond floor. The t h i r d  floor contains  n few s m a l l  lecture rooms, 

improvised l abora to r i e s ,  cnd a s m 1 1  animal house on p a r t  of the roof. 

Large amounts 

The labor8tory and t h e  museum also 

Plans of t h e  bui ldings were requested but have not y e t  been furnished. 

7. LkBORATORY FA:XLITIES - Anatomy - The anatomy 1abornt.ory has 12 t ab le s ;  

specimens kept i n  brine; d i s sec t ion  of e n t i r e  body required of e:rch s tu-  

dent. Room fairly well l igh ted ,  but  it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine how c la s ses  

can be accommodated w i t h  so small a number of t a b l e s  even though anatomy i s  

continued through two years. Textbooks f o r  reference during d i s sec t ion  not  

i n  evidence. No frozen sec t ions ;  a f e w  cha r t s ;  no manikins seon. 

H i s t o l o q  - Taught soparu te ly  from physiology. S tudents  not 

Lomi obliged t o  inake their own sec t ions  though each has a microscope. 

co l l ec t ions  it was sa id  nre  furnished each student.  

P b s i o l o g y  - Appm-ently a l a r g e  amount of equipment in very 



crowded quar te rs .  I n s t r u c t o r s  work by preparing demonstrations f o r  Rroups 

of five t o  t e n  s tudents .  During one such demonstration no notes  were be- 

ing taken by t h e  s tudents .  

C h e m i s t  l abora tory  - Not seen; methods no t  discussed.. 

Pathology - Said t o  be taught  vsi"iL loan c o l l e c t i o n s  as is histolo- 

-3 

gy. Each s tudent  fbrriished with a microscope. 

l.1zusown - Eas i ly  access ib l e  t o  s tudents ;  g r e a t l y  overorowdod; fair 

number of wax models of pa thologica l  and anatomical prepara t ions  from Vas- 

seur, P a r i s ;  exce l l en t  bone preparat ions.  The d iener  f o r  t h e  Lmseum pre- 

pares  and se l l s  ske le tons  f o r  Kny Schcrer lc Cor:!pany. Museum apparent ly  

n o t  used t o  f u r n i s h  material for i l l u s t r a t i n g  l e c t u r e s  i n  o the r  parts of 

t he  building. 

G o o b a n  informed AG that l abora tory  work i n  a l l  courses was very 

def ic ien t .  

i n  chemistry, biology o r  physics  and this  def i c i ency  continuos.  Gooilrmn 

attempted to do experimental  s tudy on pulque, but tm3 much hampered by lack 

of apparatus,  mater ia l ,  and comprehension on p a r t  of t h e  professors .  

8. 

is i n  r e a l i t y  nearer  1,000,000 bemuse  of numerous con t r ibu to ry  outlying 

Students  arrive a t  ued ica l  school w i t h  vary l i t t l e  prepa ix t ion  

CLIlJICAL FACILITIES - The populat ion of Ilexico City given as 615,000 

towns which are  ind i s t ingu i shab le  from t h e  c i t y  proper. 

Generttl Hospi ta l  - Cases i n  medicine, surgery and o b s t e t r i c s ;  

between 600 and 650 beds; only one p r i v a t e  ward of 30 beds; mar ly  a11 the 

c l i n i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  for t he  school i s  given here although t h e  h o s p i t a l  

is not con t ro l l ed  by t h e  school. The staff of t h e  h o s p i t a l  is composed 

i n  p a r t  of professors  i n  tho  medical school. There are 28 pav i l ions  on 
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t h e  u n i t  system. 

ience of t h e  inGtruct ing staff. Professors.. do not  g ive  t h e  major i ty  of. 

t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  and exe rc i se  only a very l i t t l o  con t ro l  over i n s t r u c t i o n  

given by younger a s s i s t a n t s .  Di rec t ion  of the. School is i n  t h e  lmcis of 

T h e  teaching is d e f i c i e n t  by reason of youth and inexper- 

p o l i t i c i a n s .  It i s  poss ib l e  f o r  s tudents  t o  have the p o s i t i o n  of p r a c t i -  

c m t e s  at  t h e  genera l  hosp i t a l ,  rece iv ing  120 pesos a month fromMexican 

Red Cros8. For t h e s e  p rac t i can te s  cons idemble  c l i n i c a l  experience begins 

as i n  French hospi ta ls  at  t h e  o u t s e t  of the course i n  medioine. 

are e a s i l y  obtained a t  t h o  h o s p i t a l  but  inadequately worked up. 

Autopsies 

Hospi ta l  Jesus - 80 beds used l a r g e l y  by gynecology and out- 

p t i e n t  department and t o  l imi t ed  ex ten t  by s tudents .  

i n  1528. AntPquated i n  adminis t ra t ion  and i n e l a s t i c  i n  i t s  adapta t ion  

Founded by Cortee 

t o  teaching  needs of t h c  school. 

Morelos - 200 beds; venereal  d i seases  for wornon; used r e l a t i v e l y  

l i t t l e  f o r  teaching  purposes. 

Juarez - 250 t o  300 beds f o r  acc ident  and p o l i c e  cases wi th  a 
1_1 

f e w  matern i ty  cases, 

Students  work l a r g e l y  on t h e i r  own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t  their wm 

choice i n  t h e s e  hospitals, beginning t o  have c l i n i c a l  experience from t h e  

beginning of t h e i r  course. 

p a r t  of prac t ioantes  i n  VO~UQ. 

9. 

and 30 per iodica ls .  General appearancc is  that of a p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  

zealously guarded by an o ld  m a n  suspicious of the motives of thoso who 

v i s i t  t h e  l i b ra ry ,  

i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  and a smaller co l l ec t ion ,  of  which no note  was  kept,  exists 

Only i n  Kenera1 h o s p i t a l  i s  res idency  on 

L I B M Y  FACILITIES - Library about 10,000 volumes w i t h  between 20 

A small c o l l e c t i o n  i s  access ib l e  t o  s tudents  for use 



for landing books t o  poor students.  The l i g h t i n g  i s  poor; t h e  rcading 

room opoi~. 9 to 12 in the morning arid 3 t o  6 i i i  tho  afternoon. The balance 

of volumes i s  as fol lows:  

An atony  646 
physiolocy 442 
F atho 1 ogy 851 
Gynecology, o b s t o t r i o s  

nnd pocii:itrics ROO 
L e p l  rnedicino 351 
Yhy s i o 1  ogy 69 
Botany 78 
Dictionaries of xcdicine 420 

Chemistry 262 
Kine rology 103 
GducaZ; i on 172 
1 'h m1ac 0 1 O f ; y  400 
Publ ic  and pr iva te  

hygiene 192 
His t o rjr , b io& raphy and 

"inedi.cnl l i t e l -n ture"  145 

!'is ~ 1 1  exmpla  of t h e  p,eneral clm-aicter o f  the library books i n  patholoay, 

8Sl  in number, in all were found to be divided as fol lows:  N~uiber' of 

books e d i t e d  l a t e r  t h m  1914, 216; number of books between 1910 o.nd 1914, 

43; previous t o  1910, 592. In physioloKy no books more found cinl.ed 1 R t 1 3 r  

10. FACULTY - IImes by departments were rcqucsted bu t  n o t  furnished.  

-411 t h e  f a c u l t y  engage i n  p r i v a t e  p rac t i ce ,  

11. YJU AljXISSIOii REQlJIR!;i.iii'AJTS f o r  tlic scllool are n diplomn f'ror:l or:e of 

the na t iona l  p r e p  rritory schools  m d  spec ia l  npproval i 3  necess8r-y i n  case 

preparntory studies are taken i i i  any other  school ,  The national prepara- 

t o r y  schools wiry considerably i n  value arid thoroug;].uwss of propm-ation 

according t o  what s ta te  thcy n r c  in. For prof;rnn of studies see p, 16 of 

Codigo Univorsitnrio. Secondary  s tudents  n r e  adr:l i t ted t o  t h e  medical school 

w i t h  widely d i f f e r ing  quRl i f ica t ions .  

12.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n  ordcr  .lo take tile fir:al exmG.nrttioiiu 100 pesos arc  

required R S  s p e c i a l  fee. l ' i b l i c a t i o n  of tilesis is not required.  

13. DEGItZUS - The degrcc of Z. I). T:;LY be f;ii'aiited a t  l;h t e r n i n a t i o n  o f  

FEES OF S'i'UZ<IITS - R e p l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  fee i s  15 pesos ( $ 7 )  per set!iester. 
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t h e  requi red  coursc o r  ns an Rcadenie honor i n  any s p e c i a l  i n s t a m e  o r  

OX o f f i c i o  t o  the o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  medicnl school. I n  ordinary academia 

l i f e  t h e  honorary and ex o f f i c i o  degrees are not  common. No other  de- 

li;roes than  t h a t  of li. D. are given by t h e  medical school. 

14. COURSES - Tho school year i E  of  42 weeks; t h e  numbcr of  hours per  

week i n  each yenr are as follows: 1st year, 16 hours; 2nd year,18 hours; 

3rd year, 22 hours; 4th year ,  23 hours; 6 th  year, 24& hours. For the plan  

of s tud ios  see page 46 of t h e  Codigo Univsrs i ta r io .  

16. S X J R C E  OF 8TUi)ENTS - A few s tudents  come from ou t s ide  Mexico. Guate- 

mala furn ishes  t h e  i-:iajoriky of these.  O f  those  coming from t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

s ta tes  of Mexico, the l a r g e s t  number oome from tho  f e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  

adjo in ing  skates. No f i g u r e s  wore available on this p o i n t .  

17. DISTHIBUTION OF GIL'iiIU2iTES - D i s t r i b u t i o n  of graduates i s  widely over 

Mexico. No school i n  Idexico can  compare wi th  t h e  medical school a t  biexico 

Ci ty  i n  this  regard. In t h e  small prov inc ia l  town3 t h e  doctor  i n  p rac t i ce  

does not  f a i l  t o  have on h i s  si i ingle the f a c t  thRt  he is a graduate  of 

t ho  Facul ty  of Medicine of Idiexico City. None of  t h e  p rov inc ia l  schools  

commRnds the same prestige. 

18. T I E  ILEDICkL 3CIfOOL o f  t h e  na t iona l  Universi ty  o f  Blexico is easily t h e  

most important i n  t h e  itepublio. The other  schools a r c  as follor,rs: 

School of Medicine of Guadalajara 
II I t  I1 It Lierida 

Oaxaca 
I' Puebla 

I t  San Luis P o t o o i  

II I t  11 I '  hfontcrrcy 
It 

I 1  

I t  II 

I1  11 

II I 1  I? I '  blichoacan 
11 (I I t  

FJatiorial School of fIomeopathy i n  Mexico City 
Free School of Homeopathy i n  Mexico City 
M i l i t a r y  Xffodical School i n  Mexico City 
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19. 

b u t  n o t  furnished. 

LIST OF PUBLICATIOIIS by s t a f f  during the f i v e  past ycars  requested,  

The above information xas secured f r o n  conversat ions wi th  Doctor 

Idanucl Gea Gorizalez, Dean of t h e  Iiedica-1 Faculty;  Doctor h l fonso  Fruneda, 

Publ ic  Heal th  Depsrtment; Doctor Albert; Gooclrmn, graduate of t h e  School 

and of Columbia; Doctor kngc.1 de  la  Garza R r i t o ,  a tenchor i n  t h e  school 

d e t a i l e d  t o  look a f t e r  Dr. F. F. Russell during his v i s i t  i n  Idexico City; 

and Train thc CodiKo 1Jnivers i tnr io  of t h e  Univers i ty  of 1Jexico f o r  1922. 

The out l ine  for report  on medical schools wis lef't w i t h  Doctor Gonztilez 

w i th  t h e  explanation t h a t  the Division of Medical Education wns i n t c r e s t c d  

i n  securing t h e  information r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  outline from a l l  medical 

schools throughout the world and t h a t  it would be coilsidered a great fa- 

vor if Doctor Gonzalez could arrange t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  i n f  orrrintion requested. 

This he promised t o  do. 

to date. 

No reply,  hovrevor, has been received from him 

October 22, 1923. 


